
Savana Kyra Adisty Expression	 digital	film
Governor	Stirling	 Year	11
Using the format of 1 minute short film using a social movement concept, I want-
ed to open myself up to and capture acts of kindness and human connection in 
a public place. This project was designed to involve the community in a positive 
shared experience. The result was surprising and inspiring.

Maica Bandalan Transcendental (Home)	 digital	film
Hampton	Senior	High	School	Year	12
My self portrait is an exploration of the impact moving to Australia from my home in the Philip-
pines had on the development of my personal identity. Initially the culture shock and language 
barriers made me introverted and shy. I questioned who I was and what my place was in my new 
home.  As time has passed, I have embraced the difference cultures and experiences I have been 
exposed to and consider all of these a part of my identity and myself.

Izabella Barton-Butler Selfless Series  photography
Pinjarra	Senior	High	School	 	 Year	12
A series of textured portraits of my mother Deborah Butler.  The textures are photographs 
taken from the family farm that we all work on. My mother has spent her whole life on this 
farm. The textures are a reflection of her life on the farm and how she has selflessly worked 
hard to run the farm as well as raise a family. This is etched in her face as she looks directly at 
the viewer emphasizing how working off the land has its difficulties, but also its rewards.   The 
works are edited in Photoshop using masks to apply the textures. The background changed to 
black to isolate and blend the face with the grey tones of her hair and shirt as well accentuat-
ing the textures.

James	Bonar	 The Kaiserʼs Stunt Double	 photography
Ballajura	Community	College		 	 Year	11
I created this portrait as part of a photographic reproduction project, with 
the intention of creating a humorous image of the historical figure Kaiser 
Wilhelm II, using myself as the model, asserting that the Kaiser had a stunt 
double who looked nothing like him. By applying a black and white filter the 
image looks more like historical footage. The background used is similar to 
that of the original image, except for the small paint-chipped area in the cor-
ner. However, this scratched out area helped age the image, making it look 
authentic to the time period.

on	show	1-18	August	2018	at	Gallery	central	www.gallerycentral.com.au
Showcasing innovative and exciting creative works by year 11 and 12 Art and Design students, META 
complements North Metropolitan TAFE’s prestigious art and design programs and acknowledges the 
excellence and originality of budding artist/designers in senior secondary schools across Western 
Australia.

featuring	67	artists	from	30	schools



Audrey	Bothwell	 Thinking    acrylic on canvas
Ballajura	Community	college	Year	11
The task was to explore our in real-life, communicate our real-life experience through an unusual 
perspective,  developing a new way of perceiving the mundane.

Eliza Boyle An Emotional Construct	 mixed	media
Governor	Stirling	Senior	High	School	 Year	12
The purpose of my artwork is to explore the many layers of human personality. The two pieces 
represent the two sides of the human psyche: the warm red coloured piece portrays the fiery, 
passionate, impulsive side while the cool blue coloured piece embodies the more calm, serene 
and reasonable facets. The multiple layers exemplify the numerous layers of emotion that cre-
ate personality. The varying shades of colour that transition from more gentle colours to intense 
hues on the bottom to reflect how society encourages you to stifle the intense emotions. The 
layers of colour are placed between two identical prints to reflect the emotional construct of a 
personality.

Remi	Chafin	 Riot Grrrl digital
Iona	Presentation	College	 Year	12
Riot grrrl is an underground feminist punk movement that began in the early 1990s in the 
USA. It is a subcultural movement that combines feminist consciousness with punk style and 
politics. My overall design inspiration represents the carelessness that came with the move-
ment. During the design process, I took inspiration from the zines created during this move-
ment and the use of cut- outs and hand-drawn elements. I feel these elements add texture 
and control to my work while reflecting my personal design style through graphic elements.

Jubilee	Chan	 Colour Me Beautiful	 digital	painting	and	audio	track
Perth	Modern	School	Year	12
We live in a superficial world 
where we are all judged by our 
ability to conform to conven-
tional standards of beauty, typi-
cally European features. I pho-
tographed and interviewed friends of colour about their experiences and relevant issues faced by people of colour 
regarding their representation in the media. I digitally painted them with flowers and adorned with jewellery, sym-
bols of physical beauty. They instead showcase equally beautiful and vibrant qualities, reflecting and complementing 
the beauty of the respective models. We should be encouraging transformative definitions of beauty, where white is 
not defined as purity. This artwork celebrates people of colour and how BEAUTIFUL we are, since mainstream media 
will never tell us so.

Anthony	Dean		                  	 	 mixed	media
Cecil	Andrews	College	 Year	11
The concept behind the work is my passion for life, which I experience in pieces, and I 
think that each piece matters. Every piece should be given happiness and care. I started 
with drawing pictures of animals from the internet and then moved on to drawing pic-
tures of animal skulls. I then investigated Jackson Pollock and explored action painting. 
I began splitting my drawings into fragments and combining this with fragments of my 
action painting. I chose a simple composition because it allowed me to focus on painting 
the details. If I were to do this differently I would simplify the colour scheme and paint it in red monochrome.

Phoebe	Delle	Donne	McCloy			Evolution				printmaking	and	audio	visual
Bunbury	Catholic	College	 Year	12
The concept for this piece is about technology and how it is evolving from us being 
consumers of it, to it consuming us. Digital images of disappearing plants are su-
perimposed over expressive etchings of human features influenced by artist Mike 
Parr. This suggests the increasing removal of nature from our lives. Barcodes and 
sounds of the cyber world are employed to embody our everyday use of digital 
technology. This translation into a digital medium compliments the impact of tech-
nology on humanity. The final images represent how the development of artificial 
intelligence might lead to a complete loss of identity.

Ciara	Duffy	 Perverse Malformation	 fineliner	and	coloured	pencil	on	paper
Shenton	College	 Year	12
My artwork is centered around the concept of perfectionism. A relevant issue in society 
currently. I was specifically interested in how individuals push their body to drastic mea-
sures in order to achieve ‘perfection’. This idea became impertinent to me after reading an 
article which claimed that perfectionism was paralysing. 
Upon reading this article, I began thinking about ways in which I could portray both the 
paralysing outcomes of perfectionism, alongside the long-term negative effects that can 
appear as a result.
Apart from the article on beauty standards, my work was largely influenced by the subject 
matter of Jenny Saville’s ‘Hyphen’, as it inspired me to communicate my intended message 
through juxtaposing faces also using inspiration from  the work of Nic Plowman. 
As you observe my work I would like you to question yourself. How far would you go to achieve perfectionism?

Charlotte	Eden	 Terry Controls the Traffic	 embroidery	on	linen
Kalamunda	Senior	High	School	 Year	11	COMMENDED
Terry’s awesome. 15 years of helping kids cross roads. WOW. I bet he wish-
es some of them got run over. Terry had a nose bleed. He’s showing his age. 
Long socks and short socks. A hat and two flags. Slouched on a pole. Tissue up 
his nose. So Terry, I have to ask, Why do you do this?
Terry smiles. Shrugs his shoulders and says: “I’ve got nothing else to do.”

Clare Farrell Seeing Double 	 silkscreen
Corpus	Christi	College	 Year	12
I’ve been investigating popular culture and appropriation of works that 
I’ve personally been intrigued by through the use of silk screening. Andy 
Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Cans displayed in 1962 provided an influence for 
Seeing Double as the mass produced, uniform works consisting of 32 soup 
cans enticed me to explore the world and randomness of consumer culture. 
Like the brand of Campbell’s, I too went with a brand in which is recognized 
throughout western society - Kellog’s - specifically the wheat bran breakfast 
cereal All Bran. I modernized this work however, through the use of modern 
technology and personalized it by silkscreening myself. 
I enjoy the subtle differences between the side by side works and identifying their contrasts. This includes the purple 
of the cereal box, the darkness around the eyes and the color of the phone. Overall, the work conveys a subtle mean-
ing of isolation and lack of individuality within this modernized world



Hannah	Francisco	 Mirror Mirror (On The Wall)	 pencil	on	MDF	and	found	objects
Hampton	Senior	High	School	Year	12
Inspired by contemporary Australian illustrator Courtney Brims this work explores my per-
sonal experience with eating disorders. Displaying my drawing within a bathroom medicine 
cabinet represents the unnatural amount of time I spend in the bathroom judging my reflec-
tion – measuring, weighing, comparing, criticising. I aim to entice the viewer into the work 
through the use of mirrors and small objects hoping that for a moment they will experience 
the same uncomfortable feeling I experience when my body dysmorphic mind sets in.

Georgia	Grubelich	 #Everyone Too	 graphite	and	embroidery	on	canvas
St	George’s	Anglican	Grammar	School	 Year	12
My artistic influences were Judy Chicago and Barbara Kruger. I took inspiration from Chica-
go’s feminist themes and ideas, bringing attention to the female experience and feminist 
traditional craft of tapestry and embroidery. I utilised Kruger’s art style in the use of black 
and white images with red words, using short, sharp phrases to effectively communicate the 
idea. My idea was to investigate both sides of the #metoo movement, and the use of social 
media to address it. It is rare for social media to take into account both sides of the argument 
of sexual harassment. In my eyes, the #metoo movement has created a stigma on men, and 
gives people on the internet the excuse to determine someone guilty without trial - in this 
case, being a bad person simply for being male. My intentions were to remind audiences that 
being a male does not mean you are a bad person, and I have taken real tweets submitted 
by everyday male citizens from around the world to demonstrate that. I have also included 
tweets submitted by female citizens to remind audiences that there are still two sides to the #metoo movement. I 
wanted to present the man’s perspective. I’ve used techniques that make the words the focal point, incorporating 
red embroidery into canvas and contrasting it against graphite portraits. 

Bridy	Hamilton	 We are one clay
Belmont	City	College	 Year	11
I wanted to incorporate nature and the human form into one piece as I believe we share this 
world and together are one. I researched organic forms and was inspired by images I found 
on Pinterest. I was motivated to incorporate them into my design therefore creating a piece 
that shows all aspects of life I feel connected too. I began my project by drawing portraits 
and investigating numerous different medias. I then researched works to inspire my design. 
Creating the sculpture was the hardest part and I made sure I took my time and didn’t rush 
it. I’m really happy with the end result but I’d like to try something different next time on my 
clay sculpture and maybe incorporate some stencil work.

Tahlia	Hantke	 	 3/11/2017	 	 mixed	media	acrylic	painting	with	slides,	
fabric,	paper,	lights	(battery	operated),	petri	dishes
Chisholm	Catholic	College	 Year	12
In the early hours of 3/11/17 my Uncle passed away. Inspired by the work and life of  the 
iconic Frida Kahlo this work is dedicated to my Uncle, the illness and suffering  he endured 
throughout his life which like Frida he did not allow to define him but ultimately is inescap-
able and lead to his death. The focal point of the work is a portrait of my Uncle surrounded 
by a mixture of personal and medical paraphernalia. By embedding personal imagery in-
side petri dishes and material manipulated to create the impression of human cells I hope 
to convey how our physical self and our human experiences become intertwined, they 
become micro snap shots of memories and being.  The fabric heart with red tubes radiat-
ing out from my Uncles chest also reinforces this inter connectedness and plays homage 
to both Christian Iconography and Frida Kahlo’s Two Fridas.  The human heart is viewed 
not only as a life sustaining organ but also symbolically as the source of love, goodness and 
being.  Ultimately this work is a tribute to my Uncle and his life.

Caris Heeler Shinka 
lino	print,	collage	and	stitch	on	paper
Bunbury	Catholic	College	 Year	12
This artwork is a reflection on my travels to Japan and the 
impact that technology has on human identity. Japan, a tech-
nologically advanced society, manages to keep its traditions 
and maintain its heritage. I chose to do a series of lino prints 
that represent this contrast within the context of Japanese culture. The hand coloured prints, an amalgamation of 
traditional and contemporary imagery, along with collage and stitch, are assembled into a book that evokes Japa-
nese style. I was influenced by the traditional ukiyo-e painter and printmaker Hokusai. His well-known woodblocks 
inspired me in the use of the printmaking medium.

Nancy	Holohan	 	 Nellie	 	 mixed	media	on	canvas
Iona	Presentation	College	 Year	12
Nellie, a portrait of my youngest sister, focuses on her growth in a large family 
of nine and how a mixture of external forces have guided her development 
and have dictated the rate at which she matures. Being the youngest within a 
family of nine, means she has been forced to emotionally mature faster. Due 
to the large age gap between siblings, Nellie has been introduced to more 
sophisticated and grown up behaviours. Fading photographs, washes and 
dripping have been incorporated to depict her transition from innocent baby 
to young, curious, inquisitive child.

Christopher	Hummel	Graffmytrain CO-WINNER
acrylic on canvas
Prendiville	Catholic	College	 Year	11	
My name is Christopher Hummel and I am a year 11 student at Prendiville 
Catholic College. I am also in the Education Support Centre. I paint graffiti 
trains from around the world. My favourite type of train is the A series. I paint 
trains because I love trains, and I put graffiti on it because I like it, so I com-
bined it together.

Monique Hyde Castle House digital	print	on	foamcore
St	Mary’s	Anglican	Girls	School	 Year	12
This illustration is intended to represent numerous aspects on an outstanding 
house design in New Zealand. I collected the basic images from a magazine 
and then worked up a 3D model of the design, filling in the gaps of informa-
tion with my imagination. My intention was to show the beauty and skilful 
engineering and craftsmanship displayed by the architect and also how well 
the house blended with the wild rugged natural environment. I used Sketchup 
Make as my modelling platform and refined and presented the model using 
Photoshop, as well as a render program called Twilight Render Hobby.

Hannah	Jacob				Untitled	 paper	clay
Irene	McCormack	Catholic	College	 Year	11	 COMMENDED
My piece is based on cancer cells. I took influence from sprouting sections of 
the disease. The spherical structure was influenced by Ernst Haeckel’s litho-
graphic prints.



Caleb	James	 Relics of the Old World	 digital	prints
Governor	Stirling	Senior	High	School	 Year	11
My series of 3D renders, inspired by the works of artists like Mi-
chael Efraim and Simon Stålenhag, aim to represent humanities 
technological takeover of the natural landscape and how said land-
scape retaliates when given the chance. The giant objects sym-
bolise the prevalence and force of our drive into nature and the 
devices that come from the reaping of the earth’s richness. I aim 
to communicate the power of the natural world and its capabili-
ties against our own structures, machines, devices, and so on, no 
matter how vast or seemingly indestructible. I chose 3D renders as an added subliminal meta meaning, it’s almost 
self-contradictory and as such we are all part of the invasion of nature.

Rosie Janes Deliverance	 mixed	media	on	board
Prendiville	Catholic	College	 Year	12
Illustrating the lyrics from the song, Do You Hear The People Sing 
from the musical Les Miserables, I aimed to convey the power of 
literacy with reference to how knowledge has been withheld from 
vast populations throughout history. Over centuries, people have 
been subjugated through a lack of understanding of written forms, 
and it has only been in relatively recent times that technology has 
provided access to empower the majority. I embarked on the pro-
cess of investigating and authentically recreating the main forms of 
writing throughout history, using as many of the traditional tech-
niques, tools and materials as possible.

Syuen Jing Lee  Untitled 
graphite	on	paper	and	timber/mixed	media	assemblage
St	Georges	Anglican	Grammar	School		Year	12					COMMENDED
This work is based on a tweet that American president Donald 
Trump tweeted in early 2018 - where he claimed to having a 
‘nuclear button much bigger and more powerful’ than the one of 
North Korean Supreme Leader Kim Jong-Un’s. I have incorporated 
images of the aftermath of Nagasaki and Hiroshima on the outside 
of the box, which the two leaders sit within, with their hands raised in a gesture to 
hit the nuclear button. While history exists to remind us to refrain from repeating 
such mistakes, the leaders are seemingly unbeknownst to the possible threats they 
could pose to their respective countries. As such, although protected by wealth and 
power, their eventual decision could lead to the destruction of their money-loaded 
facade, making the outside world their sole reality.

Nicholas	King	 Untitled	 	 ceramics
Kelmscott	Senior	High	School	 Year	12
I have always enjoyed the forest, the textures of nature are an endless inspiration. 
In this work I captured the textures of bark, yet at the same time I wanted a light 
form, nothing too solid, hence negative space has become a feature of my installa-
tion.

Caitlin Lacey Catch of the Day oil on canvas
St	Stephen’s	School	-	Duncraig	 Year	11
The subject of this oil painting is my dad, Kevin Lacey. Inspired by a picture I had 
taken on holiday, this particular image was painted because my dad looks very happy 
with his tiny fish. Which made me realize you don’t have to catch a big fish to feel 
accomplished. The focal point is the fish, a Black Bream, which is caught in the 
Serpentine river, rather than my dad, conveying that he is enjoying his holiday ritual.

Brooke	Lamb	 Untitled	 hand	built	earthenware,	stain	and	glaze.
Peter	Moyes	Anglican	Community	School	 Year	11
The theme for this project was Differences and this artwork is an explora-
tion of the differences between an object and the shadows that they cast. 
It was initially discovered by looking at the different tonal values created 
using light. In this work I used the human hand to play with the shadows 
they cast.  The work is hand-built using earthenware clay, stained and clear 
glazed. The shadows that could be cast are a reminder of shadow puppets. 
This led to the creation of a series of hands that gradually become more 
physically like the object that they cast as shadow.  In the end, the rabbit 
looks on as the human hand casts his shadow until it becomes more and 
more rabbit like.

Clarissa Xiu En Lee Read acrylic on board
Canning	Vale	College	 Year	11
My artwork looks at the different way that I see words and text. As 
someone with dyslexia I have trouble spelling, writing and reading words 
in the world around me. I have explored similar concepts to the work of 
Gudrum Hasle, who is also dyslexic. Read emphasises the different way 
I see and process text and speech through the misspelling of the word 
LEARN. As the A is silent in this particular word when pronounced out 
loud my brain automatically drops it in a written form. To further discuss 
dyslexia and the different way I see the world I have used the tone of 
blue commonly utilised by people assisting people with dyslexia to help them read correctly. By using the combina-
tion of assisting colour and incorrectly spelt text I have created a work that is difficult to look at and process, show-
ing the viewer how I see things and asking: does it matter if I see and learn differently than others? Is my way of 
seeing really incorrect?

Gina Mancini Standards	 digital	print
Governor	Stirling	Senior	High	School	 Year	11
As a society today we are constantly having images 
of what the media classifies as attractive shoved 
into our faces. As a result, we all have an image 
created for us of how we have to look when we 
show our faces to the world. Everything has to be 
smoothed and glossed over to fit into this impossible image of perfection and those who don’t fit this standard 
are classified as unworthy. My two part series displays a visual representation of this issue by using Photoshop to 
colour over each individual section of the model’s skin, hiding their so called flaws to fit into the beauty standards 
constantly held over our heads.

Brooke	Martin	 Faces	 ceramic
Kiara	College	 	 Year	12
The studio area was sculpture and I was interested in the idea of what society views 
as beautiful. Everyone thinks babies are beautiful and as we age we lose our beauty, 
but in our society old age is not valued. I was trying to show the distinct periods in 
one’s life, young to old but in such a way as to also be ambiguous because we still 
see beauty (particularly women’s beauty) in a traditional way.



Alanna Mason  The Elegant Portrait photographic	paper
Ballajura	Community	College	Year	11
By experimenting with different light source positions and adjusting the balance between 
the light and dark I was able to capture the beauty and contemplative expression of the 
model. In post-production, by highlighting certain parts of the model’s face, and obtaining 
a favourable balance between the highlights and shadows, I was able to create a mysteri-
ous and confident element to the portrait.

Genevieve	Matthews		 Ocean in the Plastic		 porcelain	slips	cast,	paper	cut
Penrhos	College	 	 Year	12	 COMMENDED
In my artwork the plastic water bottle form acts as a paradox. People pay for the bottle, 
not the water. Despite nearly everyone knowing the detrimental effects of plastic the bot-
tled water industry thrives. My work aims to directly put blame on the individual contrib-
uting to the issue of plastic in the environment.

Mukisa	Mbunsu	 Untitled acrylic on canvas
Butler	College	Year	12
My work explores the idea of challenging typical gender roles and raises the question of 
what is feminine and what is masculine and why do we even have the need to define this. 
Having the two figures intertwined aims to create a sense of both harmony and discord 
within the work. Both figures can be identified as either gender appearing to be either 
feminine or masculine creating a sense of harmony based on the ideology of the work. 
However, the physicality of these figures being spliced gives a feeling of discord as the 
eyes dart across each figure trying to form each identity as a whole; passing judgement 
and to conform with society norms.

Aliss	Nixon	McIvor	 Mary oil on canvas
Perth	Modern	School	Year	12
I depict the Virgin Mary in four traditional religious 
poses. Arch of the bath represents the rose window 
featured in Cathedrals dedicated to the Virgin. A milk 
bath has the historical context of upholding beauty and 
youthfulness for Queen Victoria and Cleopatra, women 
striving for perfection,  reoccurring theme for women 
throughout history. Flowers are significant representa-
tions female identity traits valued throughout the ages. Roses, Periwinkle, Marigold, Lilies are featured symbolis-
ing sensuality, strength, maternity and innocence. I believe the modern-day Virgin Mary, the epitome of women’s 
expectations, is a woman who can hold both progressive traits as well as conservative.

Charlotte	Meagher	 Orange House  oil on canvas
Kalamunda	Senior	High	School	 Year	12
I drew a lot of inspiration from my own suburban home. My home itself 
is not irregular, though the saturation of colour within my piece portrays 
a different message. It is entirely devoid of human activity and is quite a 
disturbing view of my family house. The use of colour gives the illusion of 
hyperactivity, reflecting the mass input of resources that goes into a thriving 
household, all of which are at the expense of the planet. My personal view is 
very cynical towards humanity’s superficial attitudes/values and the destruc-
tive nature of our lifestyles. I myself am not exempt from my own cynicism.

Greer Medley Riot Grrrl	 mixed	media	on	paper
Balcatta	 	 	 Year	12
My piece explores the contribution of female power society and the mu-
sic industry. I have taken inspiration from the artworks and collages created 
by and for the Riot Grrrl movement, the 1990s feminist punk movement. I 
wanted to remind us of the contribution female punk artists gave to what we 
now know as rock and acknowledge their uprising and fight to prove traditional 
gender roles wrong. I drew a portrait of an idealized, outraged woman in a com-
mon rock music stance for smashing a guitar. Instead of a guitar, she is about to 
smash a classic 1950’s Hoover, which was targeted towards housewives of the 
mid 20th century, to clean their homes in order to please their working hus-
bands. By destroying such a patriarchal symbol of female oppression I wanted to 
imply what it means every time a woman stands up whether it be on a stage or 
in the world. The scattered quotes, a mix of empowering and oppressive state-
ments communicate past and present attitudes towards female power. The neg-
ative quotes are real words said by our world’s famous historical male figures regarding women and their role in 
society. By crossing them out I show how wrong and untrue these words were and by leaving the empowering 
sayings untouched, I enforce a more accurate representation of feminine capabilities. In the background I used 
the technique of eucalyptus oil transferring to print many different prominent bands and artists responsible for 
the beginning and escalation of the Riot Grrrl feminist movement. 

Maya Mence Triffids		hand	built	porcelain,	copper	carbonate	and	glaze.
Peter	Moyes	Anglican	Community	School	 Year	11
This piece of work was influenced by the theme of Triffids and 
makes use of the techniques of ceramicist Fleur Schell.  Each 
piece is made from porcelain slabs and coloured using copper 
carbonate and clear glaze. The colour variation in the artwork 
is achieved through the oxidation process that occurs when 
firing. The three plants were based on observational drawings 
of seed pods and plants. The finished pieces explore the tex-
tures seen in various plants and the process of a flower as it opens from bud to flower in full bloom.

Damien	Nelson	
Wrong Brain, Wrong Heart, Wrong Body     digital	print
Perth	Modern	School	Year	11
A deeply personal piece, my artwork displays my inner feeling 
of alienation and constriction from societal norms. As an 
autistic, gay, transgender man, I am constantly reminded of 
my differences from what is perceived as normal. Sometimes, 
it feels easier to just give in to my doubts and anxieties, betraying my inner identity and stifling my voice just to 
fit in. I chose a digital medium for this piece because I’ve always been a fan of digital art and technology in gen-
eral, and it felt fitting to have that piece of my identity included amongst the others.

Emma	Nolan	 Hush Little Baby  
oil	and	acrylic	paint	on	perspex	and	canvas
Perth	College	 Year	11
I have a recurring, vivid nightmare in which my mouth opens so wide it locks and I 
have to crack it back into place. It feels so intense that I often wonder if it is hap-
pening in real life as I wake up with a sore jaw. Hush Little Baby explores the elu-
siveness of reality and the way in which dreaming can blur the lines between the 
conscious and subconscious mind. Drawing from my own experiences, I created a 
translucent layered self-portrait to entice the viewer to also explore this concept.



Alexandra	O’Brien	 I’m all ears oil on canvas
Iona	Presentation	College	 Year	12
Right from the beginning I knew I didn’t want being deaf to be what I was commenting 
on in my work as it is not something that I feel very strongly about, being just a part of 
who I am. Rather, I wanted the comment to be about the common understanding peo-
ple have of deafness, which is often fed by misinformed media like films and books. 
I wanted the work to provoke some understanding and self-evaluation on behalf of the 
viewer into how they react to, and treat, deaf people, without blame or resent on my 
part. I focussed on how I feel, as though I don’t quite belong fully to the hearing or deaf 
worlds - symbolised in the plastic, which partially obscures me to represent the warped 
perspectives both hearing and deaf societies might have of me, a deaf girl in a hearing 
world.

Aimee	Olofsson	 TBC	 bark	and	paper	cut
ST	GEORGE’S	ANGLICAN	GRAMMAR	SCHOOL	 Year	12
My Identity and my artistic influences were Kuin Hueff and Nahoko Kojima. I drew inspi-
ration from Hueff’s A Reconstruction of Traditions, making connection to tradition and 
culture. I utilised both Kojima and Hueff’s art style through the medium of paper-cutting 
to communicate my ideas. My idea and purpose was to investigate my own sense of 
identity, relating to my Indigenous background. Due to being both Swedish and Aborig-
inal, people try to define me. I am told that I’m too dark to be Swedish but I’m too light 
to be Aboriginal. I wanted to explore these ideas and create an artwork demonstrating 
that other people can’t define my identity or label who I am. I wanted to create a piece 
incorporating Australia’s natural flora to draw connections to my indigenous back-
ground. In order to create further connections to myself, I decided to make the design 
solution a self-portrait; incorporating black paper filled with intricate cut-outs in the 
foreground creating direct contrast to Australian paperbark in the background. This reflects upon the vast contrast 
of my different ethnicities, working together to form my identity. The inspiration behind the shapes of the cut-outs 
is drawn from the Australian eucalyptus leaf, connecting back to Australian flora and the inclusion of the paperbark. 
This is to create a cohesive artwork representing my own identity.

Belinda	Oxenburgh	 Fate of Our Ocean 			pull	up	banner
St	Stephen’s	School,	Duncraig	Campus	 Year	12
This design work is currently a work in progress - Thermosh is a company on a mission to create 
products to reduce plastic ocean waste. I am creating a promotional campaign using  a pull up 
banner to be displayed at schools and universities around Australia, raising awareness of the 
brand with fresh identity to appeal to a younger market of 15-25 year old’s. My banner plans to 
use hand-cut paper shapes to represent the movement of unpolluted ocean waters. This me-
dium gives a personal,  handmade feel, which sends the message that the brand cares enough 
about the issues to make this by hand. Fate Of Our Ocean reflects the positive and optimistic 
approach to be used to appeal to the target audience’s desire for change.

Jayden	Pethick	 Rivers Bend	 fused	glass,	marri	and	silver
Prendiville	Catholic	College	 Year	12
River Bends represents our family farm located in the deep south of Western Australia. The focal 
point is a rural landscape depicted in glass mounted between bands of silver and suspended in 
front of a picturesque piece of marri timber. 
The marri characterises the original landscape that the farm now occupies. A fused glass land-
scape is held securely in place between bands of cuttlefish cast silver. I have used silver to sym-
bolise strength, vision and clarity; traits of the generations of women who have held our family 
together through time.

Georgia	Pope The Sweet Trap	 ceramic
Balcatta	 Year	12
This ceramic piece is inspired by the tale of Hansel and Gretel. The piece is decorat-
ed with sweets, cakes and all things to entice a child’s hunger. I was inspired to do 
this piece by my love sweets and little detailed things, and memories of cooking with 
my grandmother. The piece is a small box with a lid, decorated with cookies, sweets 
and a window sill of tiny cakes and slices. The top of this sweet house is a decorated 
lid with a bright cupcake handle. Built by using the slab construction technic and 
painted with water colours and a background wash of Earl Grey tea.

Darcie	Richards	 A Tranquil Place in Laos 
watercolour	on	paper
St	Mary’s	Anglican	Girls	School	 Year	12
My work inspired by a recent trip to Laos. The river depicted in my 
painting was situated close to a busy and vibrant city Luang Pra-
bang. There were a myriad of noises on the streets of tot tot’s 
and many motorbikes. My impression was that it’s a city that never sleeps. However, in contrast, at the Kuang Si 
waterfall, 29kms south of the city, it was so peaceful and beautiful. The silence was deafening and all that could be 
heard was the water moving through the gorge. There is such a difference between light and dark in this image that 
it inspired me to paint it. What was startling was the range of blues and greens in the water and surrounding vegeta-
tion which created contrasting shadows and reflections in the crystal aqua 
coloured water. Water which looked icy cold but in actual fact was surprisingly warm. 
I seriously loved this place and it was a trip I will never forget. I chose to use water 
colour painting to help portray the translucence of the water and exaggerate the light 
from the dark. My art link was John Constable, as he inspired me with his fluid tech-
nique with water colour and many of his art works revolved around nature and water.

Adelle Robertson Idiosyncratic clay and underglaze
Servite	College	 Year	12
I titled my artwork Idiosyncratic which means unique, individual and distinctive. I 
named it this because of its unique, organic patterns using sgraffito as a technique, 
using a pastel blue underglaze with a coat of black underglaze over the top. When I 
carved out my patterns I made sure to carve with more pressure so blue and white 
appeared from under the black underglaze. I purposely left my pot with a matt finish 
and felt that this made the piece look old which was the aesthetic I was going for when creating 
my final piece.

Leah	Schultz	 Take A Stand pull	up	banner
St	Stephen’s	School,	Duncraig	Campus	 Year	12
This poster idea is about using young feminine power to make a stand for important issues like 
plastic pollution in our oceans. Using images of bold, powerful young women, I thought would 
connect with other powerful young women to influence their actions and attitudes about plas-
tic pollution.  The use of simplified shapes to create the women symbolises the simple decisions 
that can be made to make change. Although plastic waste is an urgent issue I want to communi-
cate a positive approach to encourage action through an energetic colour scheme such as com-
plementary orange and blue but in much softer, desaturated tones. To communicate change 
the use of the raised arm, crushing the plastic bottle, emphasises the determination and power 
behind people’s actions and this campaign. Each figure will be crushing a bottle in this way.



Corey Rundle Eternal Life	 fused	glass,	jarrah,	steel	and	concrete
Prendiville	Catholic	College	 Year	11
Eternal Life represents Jesus’ sacrifice, dying for our sins to give us hope. The materials 
used to create this cross all came from the earth and show our connection to the ele-
ments that give us life. I have used decaying jarrah that has been resurrected and now 
embraces panels of radiant fused glass embodying our existence. The glass is held in 
place by large nails, referencing Jesus on the cross.

Alusine	Sam-Bindi	 Self Portrait	 photographic	paper
Ballajura	Community	College		 Year	11
What I wanted to show in this photograph is, in this world we live, itʼs not 
always bright and perfect. Somedays are pitch black and dark, this dark-
ness comes from sadness, depression, sorrow, despair, grief and low spir-
its. The darkness becomes our negative thoughts, our inner beauty is the 
light. From darkness comes light, and from light comes darkness. It’s like 
Ying and Yang. If we can put all that onto paper, this is how it would look.

Hannah	Seneque	 Colour Me With Your Labels, But the Truth Still Bleeds 
Out 
carborundum	print	with	chine-collé	&	water	colour
Chisholm	Catholic	College	 Year	12
Despite our ever dynamic world, there are still societal expectations placed on 
people. This is an especially important issue for teenagers, who often conform 
to pressures, such as gender expectations. My artwork has been created in 
response to this issue, commenting on the oppressive nature of such expecta-
tions as explored by contemporary artist Hernan Bas. Each print depict a teen-
ager disconnected to their stereotypical bedroom, conveying how an environ-
ment that is generally a place of comfort can at times feel alien. In juxtaposition 
with their environment, there are objects under the bed which do not stereo-
typical fit in with the teenagers’ gender. The objects and the forms have been 
coloured with the same blue, violet and pink tones, communicating ownership 
and familiarity. The artwork has been created using collagraphed etching process combined with hand drawn images 
incorporated using chine- collé. Both prints have been inked with cliche colours; where blue has been used for the 
male, and pink for the female. In doing so, the oppressive nature of gender expectations is conveyed, as both forms 
are trapped within a world defined by their gender. I’ve created this artwork to comment on the destructive nature 
gender expectations have on the individualism of teenagers. In doing so, I hope to prevent the eradication of one’s 
unique self, by reminding individuals that it’s okay to not fit into a gender stereotype.

Kahla	Shaw	 The Forest	 	 photography	and	graphic	design
Lake	Joondalup	Baptist	College	 Year	12
My movie poster promotes the film The Forest. I am encouraging the audience to be in-
trigued to watch the horror movie. The creepy forest imagery creates the mysterious mood. 
The dark gloomy background is mysterious and eerie implying that there is something evil in 
the forest and therefore makes the audience curious to watch it. The dark red colour of the 
font represents the colour of blood which is commonly associated with horror movies. The 
font also resembles sharp aggressive lines and the facial expression of the subject creates a 

sense of fear and apprehension. I aimed to engage the audience to want to 
watch the movie.

Kristina	Shtanko	 Take it for a walk	 digital	output	mounted
Melville	Senior	High	School	 Year	12    COMMENDED
My advertising campaign conveys a health message promoting nature and 
exercise, that are part of the Cape to Cape track, could help improve and 
lessen the signs of anxiety and depression in young people. Memorable 
experiences such as sound of the ocean and the feeling of the sand on your 
legs can be experienced during the Cape to Cape track. People can find themselves and find their self-worth 
during the long 135-kilometre walk.
I researched representations of depression such as the Black Dog where people 
have described their mental health as a physical being. I have 
represented it as a monster or a pet with variations ranging from cute 
and funny to serious and horrifying. I experimented with different compositions 
to suggest relationships between this physical representation of depression to the 
person featured in the advert. In this instance I am pushing the monster around in 
front of a photographic background promoting the Cape to Cape track experience.

Rebekah	Smith	 Not My Father	 mixed	media	on	paper
St	Claire’s	School	 Year	11
After the recent death of my father, I have thought about him and the past every-
day. I have been inspired to create a work that focuses on a darkness that was too 
strong for him to control. This piece is associated with many strong emotions but the strongest feelings were 
of sadness and fear. Through creating this piece I gained a sense of freedom and 
safety because I could expose my emotions with confidence and without feeling 
frightened.

Alysia	Tay	 Artistry	 	 photography	and	graphic	design
Lake	Joondalup	Baptist	College	 Year	11
The purpose of this design is to capture the target audience (female teenagers and 
millennials) attention by using a simple, legible font while communicating the tone 
of the brand, casual but sophisticated. The logo aims to attract the target audience 
by following their values as well as staying true to the content and aesthetic of 
the magazine. It is established that the young female audience is artistic, creative, 
imaginative, confident yet casual and Australian. The styling and costumes are 
most importantly natural, relaxed and casual and encourage the audience to em-
brace creativity and positive body image.

Lucinda	Thai-LeTran	 Bound		
charcoal,	graphite	and	coloured	pencil	on	watercolour	paper
Perth	Modern	School	Year	11		CO-WINNER
My artwork explores the relationship between our personal identity and the identi-
ty society perceives us to have, one that is constructed through the stereotypes re-
volving around a person’s ethnicity. My intention in the title Bound was to for it to 
be taken into context both literally and figuratively. Portrayed is a young Asian-Aus-
tralian model, bound by red string. Scribed within the strings are Asian stereotypes, 
wrapped around the model’s face and in some ways, intertwined with her identity. 



Present within most Asian cultures is the symbolism of red string, which is 
typically thought of to be intertwined within fate.

Ellie	Thompson	 Koshi	 oil	paint	on	plywood	and	pencil
St	Stephen’s	School	-	Duncraig	 Year	12
Koshi is a miracle baby, who connects the next generation in our family. 
The round wooden natural panel is symbolic of the womb from which he 
grew and the life cycle he is beginning. The grandmothers hand support his 
head and contrast between the old and the new!

Charleigh	Tubbs	 Glitch	 mixed	media
Iona	Presentation	College	 Year	12
My self-portrait is about the increasing use of technology and social media. The topic is highly personal, as I’m 
always told my eyes are glued to my phone, much like my chosen image. The realistic 
painting style and laser 
cut pixelation of the artwork are symbolic of how an image might seem real, but is only 
a collection of colours that display the best parts of someone’s life. The dissociation of 
my artwork into diminishing squares and the inclusion of computer parts represents the 
simultaneous connection and disconnection that social media and the internet gives us 
as a society.

Marga Van Rensburg Chains of the 1’s and 0’s (Life in the Digital Age) 
coloured	pencil	on	paper	
Shenton	College	 Year	12
In 1975 the French theorist, Michael Foucault, published Discipline and Punish, a critical 
analysis of the evolution of punishment in Western society. He noted that punishment 
had evolved from public spectacles of torture to surveilled incarceration, suggesting 
that the most effective modes of establishing structures of power and control related 
to his concept of the unequal gaze - to watch without being seen. Accordingly, human 
behaviour could effectively be controlled through the perception of continuous surveil-
lance. Foucault could hardly have imaged how our society would willingly sacrifice their 
freedoms which are implied in privacy in the years that succeeded him.
These are the ideas and arguments, which my piece aims to explore, address and ex-
pose. Being the addictive nature of social media and our desires to be noticed, to enjoy 
curated moments of fame or to be subjects of envy, which have moved us to voluntary 
sacrifice of our rights to privacy. Thoughtless moments of indiscretion are permanently  
captured in our ever expanding chain or 1’s and 0’s, which record every aspect of our 
lives and expose us to malignant scrutiny, be it to manipulate our modes of consumption 
or to make us victims of abuse. This work is a comment on the human condition in the 
digital age, where we have become, like Narcissus, the captive audience of our own projected image and how we are 
the permanent victims of the unequal gaze. Vulnerable to a predatory society, which has access to our most private 
lives.

Natalie Vogas  Uniform	 clay,	verdigis,	mdf,	lasertran,	
metal	&	vintage	photos
St	Mary’s	Anglican	Girls	School	 Year	12
My piece explores the pressures of social media and its effects on 
young people’s individual identities. Social media in today’s world 
has the power to control people and the way they see themselves; 
the pressure to look a certain way, to think a certain way and to conform to society, whilst stealing an individual’s 
thought. So to show this in my multi media art work, I have created little clay people that all look the same and sit 
in three different wooden boxes of the same size. On top of the clay people I have painted on blue verdigris, to add 
interest. On the background of the boxes, I have used the wood – photo transfer method to transfer a collage of 
images that support my theme. On top of these images I have glued on rusted metal parts and old vintage photos in 

small frames. The artist that inspired my work is Johnson Tsang, known for creat-
ing ceramic sculptures that combines realism with a surrealist imagination.

Mackenzie	Walker	 Finding a Friend	 fine	tip	artliner	on	paper
Kalamunda	Senior	High	School	 Year	11
Mark the great white shark is a lonely, solitary figure and all he really wants is to 
have some friends for dinner. He swims around to find a friend. The loneliness 
seems to be a bottomless pit. Gliding along, he finds something shiny in the sand. 
Approaching slowly, trying not to frighten it. His long, awaited friend finds himself 
in the same situation. Much smaller than he, the jellyfish is just as dangerous.

Iman	Webber	Corner Stone oil on found objects
Penrhos	College	 	 Year	12
I have created a timeline of some of Perth’s historical buildings and landmarks, 
painted onto building materials and pieces of construction equipment. The se-
quence is a view into Perth’s infrastructural history, and the various materials that 
have been popular for construction use. The timeline commences with the South 
Perth Mill, built in 1835, which I have painted on a cross-section of Jacaranda 
wood. The final object is the Indigenous spirit Wirin painted on a shovel, which is 
located in Yagan Square, one of the newest additions to Perth city. I found inspira-
tion in the work of Bruce Slatter. He effectively constructs new uses for simple items such as pitchforks and knife butts, 
while portraying a different meaning. Through the use of acrylic and oil paintings on various objects such as metal, 
wood and other building materials, I have attempted to replicate his artwork, depicting contrasting ideas of images to 
the material they have been painted onto.

Elise Wells Power of Imagination   			Mixed	Media
Governor	Stirling	Senior	High	School	 Year	11
Through my artwork I aim to communicate the illusion of emotion music can create and 
illustrate the profound influence it has over our mood and the atmosphere of a place or 
situation. I want to highlight that while music may just be notes on a page or a key hitting 
a string, it is powerful in ways that we can only imagine and should be something that we 
treasure and celebrate. The vivid colours and animals I have used symbolise this emotion 
and through using coloured pencil for both the animals and the girl, I aim to demonstrate 
how these emotions can carry over to real life.  I have also used the fluidity of watercolour 
to give the colour a life of its own and create a sense of freedom. As I play the piano, I have 
a strong connection to music and I hope that my artwork allows others to experience the 
vast array of emotions playing and listening to music can provoke. 

Torren	Whisson	 Rise of a new light	 mixed	media
Balcatta	 Year	11
My piece is a depiction of the uprising of a new generation of female weavers in Africa. 
In Africa weaving dates back to 4000 BC and plays an important role in the population’s 
culture and heritage. It has been that traditionally only men have been allowed to weave 
artworks and fabrics, whilst the women of the community were only allowed to spin and 
dye the yarn for the men. However in recent decades, women have begun weaving against 
the tradition and pouring their hearts into the art form. My piece is compiled of multiple 
techniques to convey its central idea. To begin with, I have created a custom shaped canvas 
board to the silhouette of my figure. To show the integration of the women’s woven fabrics 
into their life and the connection between the artists and their artwork, I have merged fab-
ric weaving and a photo-realistic style of oil painting into a portrait. To portray the rise of a 
new generation of weavers, an acrylic painted warm-yellow polycarbonate sheeting disc is 
installed behind the portrait. With the yellow disc behind the figure, a sunrise is formed to 
represent the rise of women weavers: a new light of their generations.



Georgia	White				 Earth Warrior 
handmade	felt,	fabric,	cooper	and	vitreous	enamels	and	glass	beads
St	Mary’s	Anglican	Girls	School	 Year	11		COMMENDED
During the design process, I was inspired by costumes from dystopian 
movies, and the work of Thierry Mugler and Alexander McQueen. I wanted 
to incorporate the metalwork jewellery techniques, which I had learnt, as 
well as experimenting with felting. This allowed me to obtain a multitude 
of surface textures and tactile qualities to my piece. This costume would 
suit a female warrior or a tribal queen; I therefore designed the make-up to 
reflect these characteristic for the final photo shoot.

Xinyi	Yan	 Grandfather	 photography
Canning	Vale	College	 Year	11
This Artwork depicts me as I deal with 
my grandfather’s terminal diagnosis. I 
am examining my own grieving process-
es and the difference this experience 
has made in me. The first images were 
taken just after I received this informa-
tion.  A second set as I literally left his 
side upon my return to China.

Sally	Zhou	 Time of the Day	 acrylic	paint	on	canvas
St	Mary’s	Anglican	Girls	School	 Year	12
I was inspired by Jason Benjamin to create a painting showing differences in 
atmosphere and the beauty of Mother Nature. I choose acrylic paint on canvas 
and wanted to highlight to myriad of colours in an ever, dusky night sky against 
the contrasts of an industrial landscape. The beautiful clouds are so soft and full 
of emotion the painting draws you into the landscape.


